
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
SPORTS ADMINISTRATION
Stand out from your peers with a postgraduate qualification 
in the booming sports administration sector



About this course
In a competitive and dynamic industry, the Graduate Certificate 
in Sports Administration is an innovative collaboration between 
the Australian College of Physical Education (ACPE) and 
Charles Sturt University (CSU). The sports industry, at all levels, 
requires administrators who are familiar with the contemporary 
sports environment and who understand the increasing 
political, legislative and commercial complexity surrounding 
the administration of their field. Employers are continuing to 
expect managers to demonstrate credible qualifications at 
postgraduate level. 

This partnership between CSU, a leading provider of 
postgraduate online education and long term sports college 
ACPE, can open up a world of career possibilities in the 
sophisticated field of sports administration. 

Learning outcomes
Students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the 
modern sports environment as well as the business skills 
needed to work as an operational manager in the Australian, 
and international sports industry. 

Career options
Sports Administration is a sophisticated field and career 
opportunities exist in areas such as sport simulation, 
sport analysis, sport marketing, sport public relations, 
sport management and player management. A post 
graduate qualification in sports administration with practical 
work experience can open up a world of careers and 
employment possibilities. 

Upon completion, graduates can apply combined practical 
work experience with this postgraduate qualification to gain 
employment in a variety of sports and leisure roles such as:

• Amateur athletics

• Facilities and event management

• Professional teams and leagues

• Sports merchandising

• Sports media

 
Job roles in these fields are also broad and can include public 
relations, operations, compliance, sports governance, events, 
team administration and much more.

There is also a large range of employers operating in this 
sector including:

• Sports franchises

• Training centres and facilities

• National sport governing bodies

• Local tournaments and festivals

• Professional player associations

• National sport governing bodies

For more information about career options in the sports 
administration and management industry, visit the Sports 
Management Association of Australia and New Zealand at 
www.smaanz.org.

Offered in partnership
In this course, students will undertake two ACPE subjects and 
two CSU subjects, building foundational knowledge in sports 
administration, accounting, business strategy and marketing. 
Both the ACPE and the CSU component are offered online, 
providing the flexibility to fit study around work, family and 
lifestyle commitments. Study materials will be provided online 
enabling students to interact with others studying the course 
and academic staff. 

A pathway towards your future career
The Graduate Certificate in Sports Administration is the first 
step towards your dream career in the sports industry. Once 
you complete your studies with us you can receive advanced 
standing to progress to ACPE’s fully online Graduate Diploma 
in Sports Administration and then continue to CSU’s Master of 
Business Administration (MBA) program.  Students also have 
the option of entering the MBA directly after completing the 
Graduate Certificate. 
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This qualification is designed for those 
who wish to pursue a career in sports 
management and administration.



Course Structure
Graduate Certificate in Sports Administration

Code Subject Title

SPB4301 (ACPE) Principles of Sports Administration

SPB4305 (ACPE) Managerial Accounting and Finance Management in Sports Administration

MKT501 (CSU) Marketing Management

MGT510 (CSU) Strategic Management

Delivery modes
Offered fully online. Online students will be facilitated in their 
learning by a dedicated lecturer who will provide ongoing 
guidance and academic support. 

Tuition fees
CSU tuition fees ACPE tuition fees 
$3,000 per subject $2,427 per subject

• FEE-HELP available.

• Upfront tuition payment available.

 
Fees are correct at time of publication and are subject to 
change. Tuition fees quoted do not included CSU’s Student 
Services and Amenities Fee.

Duration
One year part-time.

Intake dates

Entry requirements
This course is open to domestic students only. Applicants must 
provide evidence to demonstrate at least one of the following 
criteria to be considered for admission into the course:

1. A bachelor degree.

2. An advanced diploma, diploma or higher-level vocational 
certificate together with extensive relevant work experience. 

3. Extensive relevant work experience and demonstrated 
potential to undertake tertiary studies within the discipline.

4. A recognised international qualification and 
demonstrated potential to undertake tertiary studies 
within the discipline. Demonstrated proficiency in English 
(if the qualification is from a country where English is not 
the primary language of instruction) that satisfies the 
Special English Requirements.

Required resources 
• CSU & ACPE will provide a detailed textbook and reading 

list for each subject. CSU provides the textbook as part of 
the subject fee.

• Student should have access to a computer and broadband 
internet. Minimum system requirements will be provided to 
the student prior to enrolment.

• Ongoing access to ACPE’s Study Smart site and CSU’s 
online study platform, Interact2 (username and password 
provided upon enrolment).

Further study
Graduates of the course will be able to progress to the ACPE 
Graduate Diploma of Sports Administration (GDSA) or CSU’s 
Master of Business Administration (MBA).

CSU intake dates 
CSU has three intakes per 
year in February/March, July 
and November annually.

ACPE intake dates 
ACPE has two intakes per 
year in July and November 
annually.



Subject Descriptions 
Graduate Certificate in Sports Administration

Code Subject Title
SPB4301 (ACPE) Principles of Sports 

Administration
• Analyse the nature and contexts of the contemporary domestic and international sports industry and 

business environment.

• Assess the administrative implications of the future direction of sports business in Australia and overseas.

• Critically analyse the features and ethical and administrative principles of a range of businesses typical of the 
sports industry.

• Evaluate business plans and business models through case studies applicable to various sporting enterprises.

• Demonstrate an understanding of the ethical and administrative principles underpinning business plans and 
models applicable to sporting enterprises.

SPB4305 (ACPE) Managerial Accounting 
and Finance Management 
in Sports Administration

• Record financial transactions within a sports business context.

• Identify and apply appropriate accounting and ethical principles and practices to a variety of sports businesses.

• Analyse and interpret data contained within financial reports.

• Utilise accounting data to support management decisions relevant to sports businesses.

• Identify and apply contemporary financial and ethical principles and practices that apply to the sports industry 
with a focus on not-for-profit enterprise applications.

MKT501 (CSU) Marketing Management • Assess and explain the nature of marketing and marketing management in contemporary organisations.

• Find relevant and important information about organisations, their industries and marketplaces from 
secondary sources.

• Evaluate the key marketing aspects of segmentation, targeting and positioning (STP) and be able to analyse 
an organisation’s approach to STP. 

• Apply the marketing mix and aspects of branding and positioning to a specific target market.

• Evaluate competitors’ programs. 

• Be able to discover and evaluate how contemporary issues of environment, social media and other 
technology, society and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) might affect marketing. 

MGT510 (CSU) Strategic Management • Identify and explain the key components of strategic management such as strategy analysis, strategy 
formulation and strategy implementation, and their interrelationships. 

• Review and evaluate the evolution of ideas and practices leading to the development of strategic 
management and its relationship to other management practices and principles.

• Identify and differentiate between functional areas such as marketing, finance, operations and human 
resource management and evaluate how they should act conjointly toward the attainment of the 
organisation’s strategic aims and objectives. 

• Evaluate the importance of developing strategically appropriate relationships between people, processes, 
functions, structures and even organisations. 

• Critique, act strategically, and make recommendations in the context of the potential of strategic 
management vis-a-vis the realisation of organisational change and/or success in the private, public,  
and not-for-profit sectors. 

How to apply direct with CSU
1. Apply online at www.csu.edu.au/courses/ 

graduate-certificate-in-sports-administration.

2. Call 1800 334 733 (International +61 2 6338 6077) to 
speak with a future student advisor.

How to enquire with ACPE
1. Visit www.acpe.edu.au.

2. Call 1300 302 867 to speak with an enrolment advisor.
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